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An ACCOUNT of the; late odious Conipiracy 
" againſt the Reputation of | ©» Humphrey Edwin, Kt. 
by a malicious Indittment of x.qury. " 


Together with bis CASE, and a ſhort - Account of the TRIAL thereupon, 


before the Right Himourable Sir Joun Hort Kt. Lord Chief Juſtice 
ng ; At Weſtminſter the 44th of February, 1691. 


wy 

HIS Narrative ſhall be the ſhorxer, becanie 'ts © Burhe $0 acme ahd Seal ar rhe Herd where 
now by divers Circumſtances beowne manifeſt, Mir. Hel Sit # called in a Day or two at 
Tharthere Was & his Chambers for the , , ſome other 
jous yy Writings : And then, and never before, Mr. 7obnſon al- 
ing chereby to 5 ledged « Debt due to him from Mr. #ll of 2g0 1. which 
TOR re, ht: preveided was ts be paid out of the faid Leaſe, ſo he 
teſuſed thei ro Seal, But upon Sir #:onphrry's Application 
w Nt, Nel, Mt. Hull Mr. Fob»ſor, prothiſing to 
clexr all Accouncs with him. And then Mr. Fovſor pro- 
miſed, and ſoon after Sealed rhe ſaid Aﬀignment. And 
Sir Ampbrey x Day or wo aftet His Sealing gave him twelve 
Guineas, befides the aforeſhid five Guineas, for his Fees, 
mag mrs Dn oo Lama! rence = 

cime, being into the Countrey and taki 
teave one of another, Nr. Fn cle i Francs 
Sambrook to thetn, and bid him look our and deliver Sir 


Humphrey Edwin his Writings whenever he called or ſerit 
for chem. 


and wht him nh 


and Mr. Shepherd chat were Tenants thereof, 
to pay for the ſame above 300, and he promiſed 
Humphrey chat as ſoon as Mr. Knewleſly returned the Money 
our of Tork-ſhive, ir ſhould be paid rohim. And Mr. Zeb» 
fon rhen drew an of all the Remainder of che 
Leaſe from himſelf and Mr. Hall, ro Sir Hwnpbrey, which 
Mr. Hall Sealed and yy x a Tavern gi IG 
rings, Mr. Hall giving Sir Humpbrey a Receipt for 300 1. oh 
wk + of the Deed, as the Conſideration thereof. And t Eldwht 

Mr. Johnſon being only a Truſtee, the Conſideration men» Mr. Fobnſon's Clerk, delivered 
tioned in the Deed ro him was only five Shilli and the - 

Deeds of Afſigament were drawn by Mr, Zetajer himſelk. 
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2. Thar tF& faid Sir Humphrey devied that he ever agreed 
or promiſed (o pay the ſaid Matthew Jobnſon, che faid 2501. 
in queſtion; or any a | 

3. That Sir Humphrey denies that the ſaid Aſſignment was 
Sealed and Delivered by the ſaid Matthew _ as an 
Eſcroll, and upon Congitiep th de void, if the ſaid 2501, 
were not paid to the fad Matthtw Johnſon in a-Week, or a 
ſhort rime after, | . #- 


4. Thar the ſaid Sir Hunplyey denies, That -S*' id © 


Deeds were to remain in the Hands of the ſaid F _,a7- 
brook. in truſt tor the ſaid Matthew Johnſon, until Paimenc 
thereof. 

s. That the ſaid Sir Hunpbrey denied, That he had any 
Intention to defraud the ſaid Matthew Johnſon, of rhe ſaid 
250 {, or to ger the ſaid Wrirings from the ſaid, Sambrook 


by any Fraud, in the abſence of the ſaid Matthew Fobnſon, 


or uſed any ſuch Force in the obulfig, deraining or cas 
rying away of the GIO che ſaid Bill is charged. - © 

This Matter coming to trial, theje appeared for Counſel 
againſt Sir Hwnphrey, Sir Jobn Tyemaine, Sir Thomas Powitg 
Sir Bartholofw Show:r, Mr. Holt, and Mr. —_— _ 
the Cicy-Pleaders. Burt no Pe A power pu y to 
own n Proſecution, they being afrak or aſhamed there- 
of, Mr. Johnſon having often poſitively denied any Con- 
cern therein, but was by Subpena produced as a Wirneſs : 
Only ic appeared openly the whole Day, and during the 
Trial, that the ſaid Sir Bax! Firebraſs was very buſy. with 
the Counſel and Sollicicors againſt Sir Humphrey, and rb a- 
ber and countenance the ſaid Proſecution, and ro ſend for a 
Witneſs that was at firſt abſent. 

The Witneſſes produced to prove the prerended Perju- 
ries, were Mr. Matthew Jobnſon and his ewo Clerks, Francis 
and Jeremy Sambrook, 

1, All che ſajd Wirneſſes denied thar they knew of a- 
ny Promiſe made by Sir Humpbrey to pay ro the aid Mat- 
thew Johnſon, the ſaid two hundred and fifry Pounds, or any 
Part thereof, 

2. They all denied, that they heard or knew that the 
Deed of Aflignmene alledged, to have been ſcaled as an 
Eſcroll, was delivered by the ſaid Matthew Jobnſon as aft 
Eſcroll, and on Condition to be yoid, if two hundred and 
fifry Pounds was nor paid to him. 

3. The ſaid Wirneſſes confeſſed, that they could nor 
depoſe that the Deeds were to remain in the Hands of Fran- 
tis Sambrook for the uſe of Matthew Johnſon, until two hun- 
w_ and fifry Pounds was paid him by Sir Humphrey 
Edwin, 

The Falſhood and- Malice of the Indi&ment in theſe 
chief Poirits, were ſo manifeſt, that when the Counſel a- 
gainſt Sir Humphrey came to open their Evidence, they 
confeſſed ro the Court, that they had no Proof of three of 

ir prerended Points of Perjury afſgned in the IndiQ- 

; yer they inſiſted upon Francis Sambrook's Teſtimo- 
 faid, as they urged, thar he did not deliver the 

* and ſecondly, That Sir Hwnpbrey did take and 
2way by force from his Maſter's Chamber : Bur 

Vords of the ſaighfrancis Sambrook were as 


Johnſon was gone/into the Coun- 
1., and his MY. Tolſon, came to 

[hambers in gfe Temple, and Sir Hum- 
plitey going into an "*r-Chamhtr, there wrote a Letter, 
and juſt'as he was ning odt'of the Chamber with the 
Lerrer, "he tdlled hiz.\1an, and bid him rake the Bag with 
his Writings, which Sir Awnphrey knew lay in an Inner- 
Scudy ; and he ſuppoſing thar Sir Humphrey had wrote a 
Note for rwo hundred and fifry Pounds, he did nor hinder 
Mr, Tolſon from taking che Writings, But when he found 
it vas a Letrer tw Brother of his in AHereſord, whircher 
he the ſaid Sambrook was going, and not a Note for two 
hundred and fifry Pounds, , = defired ro have che Writings 
again, for that *;'s Maſter ordered him not to part with 
them without ewo hundred and fifry Pounds, or a Note for 
ir : Bur Sir Hiþbvy would nor deliver chem, faying, He 


would fave him harmlkc6, and his Man went away with the. 


tid Writings, 


(2) 


* Houſe of Gonimons againft'Sir Bzzi! Fircbys 


' was found againſt 
Car»... yas, not found and brought into. Court until the' 28th 
$ of November, 
*-the ſaid Commirree, thereby to prejudice his Ele@tion. 
*. Thar”Sir Aumpbrey Edwin agreed with Mr. Hall for this 


» V 
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But it will hereafter appear ik: Francis Sambrook con- 
cealed ſeveral Particulars, and gave nor the full Teftimwpry 
of the crurh of chis Matter as he ought co have done, -—- 

The Evidence teing given by Mr. Johnſon and his rwo 


Clerks, agaipſt. Sir Humphrey Edwpns Sj oy 
were Sir Cigſwel £40ins, Sir Francs Grind, 


s | 
Bennet and r. Hwigerſord. It was opened by ru Ons Thar 
it was a.rpaljcipps Indiment, r Catour or 
Shadow for Perjury : Thir it was aka, Cauſe of Hear, 
Sir Humphrey having. at chat time a Pezition w qr" oF the 

5, which being 
appoinced to be heard by the Commirtce of EleQions the 
23 day of November laſt, it was ſeveral days before. the ſaid 
Hearing, -induſtriouſly ſpread up atid down the Houſe of 
Commons and elſewhere, That an Indiftmene of Perjury 
Sir Humphrey, although the Indi&tmenc 


which was $ days after the Hearing by 


Leaſe, and paid the Queen Dowager two hundred and 
ſixty Pounds for it. That Mr. Johaſon was only Sir Humphrey's 


Truſtee.” n, his- own defite, ing thereby roſave 
Time and 9 ewelve nds ; that Sir Hunpbrey 
paid Mr. up nk ine for his Pains, and Mr. 
Johnſon ordered his. Clerk 'ro' deliver” the Writings ©o Sir 
Hi” * .y,,0r" when he ſene ; that he never pro- 
m! | B,pay Mt;7 and fifry Pounds, or 
= , part of - it'3 it was d=clared by 
ſome 


arlament, that if Sir Hun- 
pbrey w ld! Bot withdraw his Permon againſt Sir Bazjl 
Fireoraſs there would be an tn! of Perjury brought 
in againſt Sir Humphrey : That ſeveral days before rhe Bill 
was found, a certain Alderman of London, living ih Fleet- 
ſtreet, offered a publick News-Writer Money to pur it into 
his News-Letter, That an Indi&menr of Perjury was found 
againſt Sir Humphrey Edwin. 

The W:;:nefles that were examined on the behalf of Sir 
Humphrey, Edwin, were only Fobn Hall Eſq; and Mr. Job Tol- 


ſon. 22 | 

Jobn Hall Eſq; gave in evidence, that he had ſo an 
Opinion of ir ty Edwin, that he reſolved —_ 
he had into his Hands tor his Security, and. atnong other 
things, the 20rk ſhir/ Leafe in queſtion : That it was abour 
the Year 1689, when he did firſt acquaint Sir Humphrey 
that he had agreed with the Truſtees of the Queen Dowa- 
ger for the Tork ſhin Leaſe, paying rwo hundred and ſixty 
Pounds fine 3 and that if he pleafed, he ſhould have ir as a 
Security, paying the rwo hundred and ſixty Pounds fine, 
Sir Humphrey accepred jr, and went wich him to Mr. Johs- 
ſon's Chamber, and he acquainted hitn of their Agreement ; 
Mr. Fobnſon anſwered, he had already made fome Procced- 
ings therein ro take the ſaid Leaſe in his own Name, upon 
which he had expended abour twelve Pounds 3 that if he 
ſhould now begin again, and rake ir out in Sit Humphrey's 
Name, all that Money would be loſt : and therefore pro- 
poſed, to fave time, that he might take the ſaid Leaſe in his 
own Name, which would fave Sir Humphrey twelve Pounds ; 
and char he would afterwards affipn ic to Sir Humpbrey. All 
which Sir Humphrey did conſent to, and gave Mr. 7obn/on a 
Note to pay the two hundred and irxry Pounds fine to Queen 
Dowager. 

My Lord Chief Juſtice asked Mr. Hall, if Sir Humphrey 
was to have the Benefit of the ſaid Leaſe, and if i: was 
only taken in Mr. 7obnſon'sIName, ro fave 12 1.? Mr. Hall 
replied, Yes it was. And Mr, Hl! being furcher asked, 
who was to pay Mr. Zebnſon his 250 1. and whether Sir 
Humphrey was not to pay him? Mr. Hall replied, that he 
himſelt was ro pay him the 2507. end not Sir Humphrey 
Edwin; for it was his own Debt, and he promiſed to pay 
Nr. Johnſon in a ſhort time. 

And Sir Humphrey going afterwards ro Mr, Johnſon, he 
rold him he would not feal the 7orkkire Leate uncil Mr. 
Hall had paid him ewo hundred and fifry Pounds. Sir 
Humphrey zold hym, he would nor have ay ching to do with 
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Mr. HalPs Debt ; and bid him give him his Money back a- 
gain, which he had paid the Queen Dowager for the Fine. 
Mr. Johnſon gave him a Note for the two hundred and 
fixcy Pounds. Bur he going with Sir Hempbrey the next 
rs Lo Mr. Jobnſon's, and being concerned that he ſhould 
uR the ſealing of the Leaſe to Sir Humpbrey, and he 
promiſing to pay Mr. Fobnſoz what he owed him in a ſhore 
time, Mr. 7obnſor ſaid to Sir Humphrey, Give me my Note 
of rwo hundred and fixty Pounds, and I will ſeal. Where- 
upon, Sir Humphrey gave Mr. Johnſon his Note of 260 {. 
and chey were all pleaſed, and parted ſatisfied. — Mr. Halt 
was again asked, if rhis Leaſe was -not a Security to Mr. 
Fobnſon, and how he did intend to ſatisfy him ? Mr. Hall 
anſwered, Mr. Johnſon did ſhew him a Writing under his 
Hand, which he had forgot, wherein he was to have this 
Leaſe, and che Equiry of Redemption of the 
Weſtminſter, for ſecurity of what he owed him. — 
deſired Mr, 7ob»ſon, that he would no- *-*nder rhe ex 
of the ſaid Deeds ro Sir Humphrey £#4;n, and he wo 
pay him very ſuddenly. That he nad had long 9 
with Mr. Johnſon, and did preſume” his Kindneſs, 
_ obnſon promiſed co affign th aſe ro Sir 
Humporey. 
The Lord Chief Juſtice was pleaſe >... 2: himſelf, 
That this is a ſtrange Indiftments and had thi. 1fue been 
breught ro be cried there, | it would have becn doubcful 


who ſhould have paid the 250 L. 

Mr. Tolſon bei by the Counſci to ſpeak to the 
ſealing of the W to ſpeak thereun- 
to, the Lord Chief what he knew 
abour taking away the Writings, — Mr. Tolſox declared, 
Thar he went wich Sir Humphrey Edwin for his Writings to 


Mr. Johnſon's Chamber z That when they came to the bor- 
tom of rhe Stairs, Sir Humphrey ſent hi” up to ſee if Mr. 
Francis Sambrook was in the Chamber z and he came and 
told Sir Humpbrey, he was 3 ſorthey went up together : Sir 
Humphrey asked Mr. Sambrook, if he had got his Wriungs 
ready; and after a little time, he went and ferched rhem, 
and delivered them to Sir Hwnphbrey ; and he looked them 
over, and examined them with Mr. Sehbrook : and Sir 
Humphrey miſſing the Grand Deed from the Queen Dowa- 
ger for the Lands in 7orkſhire, Mr. Sambrook told him, it 
was with Sir Francis Winington, He was then ſent for it ; 
but Sir Francis not being in his Chamber, he. came back 


and rold them, he could nor have ir, Sir Francis nor being - 


wichin. And Mr. Toiſon alſo declared, That Sir Humphrey 
wrote the Letter (which Mr. Sambrook had before menrio- 
ned) ar Mr. Sambrook's Requeſt, he betore having acquain- 


+ ted Sir Humphrey, that he was going down to Hereford ; the 


faid Letrer being writ, in behalf of Mr. Sambrook, to Sir 
Humphrey's Brother in Hereſord, to encerrain him kindly, 
for which Mr. Sambrook thanked Sir Aumpbrey. And that 
Mr. Sambrook afterwards gave Sir Hwnpbrey a Bill for in- 
ſeveral Writings 3 and Sir #umphrey paid him about 

Pounds, or five Guineas, he knew not which. And 
going on, he was ſtopp'd ; and, 
The Lord Chief Juſtice ſaid, Here are Circumſtances 
alledged ro ſhew che Truth of what is teſtified ; The Wri- 
rings examined, —one of rhe Deeds wanting, and Money 
paid for ingrofling the Deeds : Where is this Perſon that 
fwore juſt now, and mentioned none of them ? Francis 
Sambrook came again into Court, and confeſſed, as Mr, Tol- 
ſon had depoſed, that the Deeds were examined, and the 
Grand Deed was at Sir Francis Winington's Chamber, where 
he had left ic by Miſtake; and Sir Francis not being with- 
in, he afrerwards got ir. And he confelled that he did re- 
ceive five Guineas of Sir Humphrey for ingrofling the Deeds. 
The Lord Chief Juſtice appearing diſpleated thac none 
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of theſe Circumſtances were mentioned or owned before 
by Francis Sambrook, he pur himſelf back our of the Court 
in a Hear, 

The Lord Chief Juſtice ſeeming to be difpleaſed ar the 
Inditment, did not deſire to hear more of the Matrer, or 
any more Wirnefſes for Sir Humpty Edwin, he having ic - 
verai times expreſſed his diſlike of the Proceedings. — 
And the Earl of Birkly ceſtirying much for the Repuration 
of Sir Hu.aphrey ; and then ſome of the Counſcl againſt Sir 
Humphrey (azd, that they did not queſtion Sir Humphrey's 
Repuration, Bur the Lord Chief Juſtice was pleaſed to 
anſwer, What ! nor queſtion his Repuration, and yer it 
dit him of Perjury ? 

My Lord therefore ſhortly ſummed up what was depoſed 
on both Sides. And the Jury being rogerher a very lirtle 


= acquirred Sir Humphrey Edwin of the ſaid Iuditment. 


che Court nag pr ſo ſatisfied, char it was decla- 


[ chat there w prerence for rh Igditment, Sir 


rey had Wi ready in Court to havt proved the 


trurh of che whole Caſe; as ir is before ſtared, and of all 


the Marters hefore-mencioned, chat were alledged by his 
Counſel in his Defence. 
There were Witneſſes to ptove, 

I. That Mr, 7obnſoz defired that the Leaſe from the 
Queen Dowager might be raken in his Name, in Truſt for 
Sir Hum "os to ſave Charges, 

2+ That Sir Hum id the Fine to the Queen Dowa- 
ger for the Leaſe, PvP 

3- That Sir Humphrey gave Mr. Johnſon five Guineas, and 
ewelve Guineas for his Pains in the Buſineſs, and his Clerk 
rwo Guineas, 

4+ Thar the Conſideration of Mr. Johnſon's aſſigning, 
was exprefled ro be no more than five Shillings, by his 
own Hand, 

| $+ That Mr. Jobnſon, after he had tried to have drawn 
Sir Hwunpbrey to have paid Mr. Hall's Debt to him of 250 1. 
out of the ſaid Leaſe, .did then promiſe ro perfe& che 
Deed, and was content with Mr. Hall's Promiſe to pay him 
the Money due.from him. 

And it was proved by the Witneſſes ſworn, that Mr. 
Jobnſox ſealed, and free! deiyared che Deeds to the Uſe of 
Sir Humphrey. This —_ more would have been te- 
ſtified, which would have been great Aggravations of the 
Frome of thoſe that formed the Inditment againſt .Sir 

mphrey. 


6. His Witneſſes were alſo ready to have froved that 
ſome of rhe Conſpirators againſt his Repurarion, did indu- 
ſiriouſly publiſh, That an Indi&tment of erjury was found 
againſt him, whilſt ic was only deſigned, and not found : 
And that Money was offered ro a News-writer, to have it 


CE in his News-Paper, to paſs inco all the Kingdom. 


3 4 6 
| 7+ That two Members of Parliament came toa Genele- 
woman in the Pell-Mell, her to go ro Sir Hun- 
phrty Edwin, and adviſe withdraw his Perition in - 
Parliament againſt Sir Baxil Firebraſs his firting rhere, for 
thar if he did not, there would be an Inditmenr 
againſt him for Perjury, And they doubted nor of a Jury 
chat would find it, ſaying, he might avoid ir, if he, 
pleaſed ro withdraw hus Perition for his EleQion, ; 
ro that effeR. pee 

Burt che Court ſeemed to think ir @ loſs of Tithe to he 
more Witneſſes for Sir Humphrey, fince there was no cauſe 
nor colour for rhe Inditment. Tlierefore he would not 
tire our the Court with needleſs Evidences, bur reſerve 
ſome of the Wirnelles uncil he fhail ( find our the vile Con- 
fpiracy againſt himgthat he may recover his Damages. 
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